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Grid History 

Grew out of: 

• Constructivism & Bauhaus 
School in early 1900s 

• Way to organize information 
& graphics with horizontal 
and vertical elements 

Led to International Style by 
1960s 

• Grid Systems in Graphic 
Design 

• Corporate branding & design 
using Unigrid 

• Westinghouse, GE, National 
Park Service, Xerox, Alcoa, 
JC Penney 

 



Grids in Design:  

Columns & Rows 



Grids in Design: 

Modular 



Grids in Design: 

Hierarchical 

Conform to the needs of the 

information; often used in Web design 



Grids in Quilting:  

Strip (column & rows) 

Modern, but not alternate grid work 



Alternate Grids:  

Offset Columns 



Grids in Quilting: 

Straight Set (modular) 

 

 

Modern, but not alternate 

gird work 



Alternate Grids: 

Modular 

Change the scale of your blocks 



Alternate Grids:  

Variable Framing 

(modular) 

 

 

Jacquie Gerring tutorial: 

http://www.sewmamasew.com/2014/08/essential-

guide-to-quilt-making-series-excerpt-variable-

framing-with-jacquie-gering/  
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Alternate Grids: 

Negative Space 



Grids in Quilting: On Point (modular) 

Modern but not alternative grid work 



Alternate Grids: On Point 

Modular 

Negative Space 

 



Alternate Grids:  

Paneling (hierarchical) 

Disguises the grid structure but still there 



Resources 

 Alternative Grid Work, MQG  

 Variable Framing Tutorial on SewMamaSew  

 Essential Guide to Modern Quilt Making 

 Design Elements by Timothy Samara  
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